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Who would not join the Psalmist to-day in saying: “It is a good 
thing to give thanks unto the Lord”? On this blessed day, when all 
creation seems to smile upon us, when the bracing air of this season 
revives us, when food and drink refresh us, when the company of 
loved ones cheers us, when the Giver of every good gift showers His 
blessings upon us, — who would not on this happy Thanksgiving Day 
repeat those words of cheer and gratitude: “It is a good thing to 
give thanks unto the Lord”? 

Certainly, to-day it ought not to be difficult to fall in with the 
hosts of those who bless their Maker and sing the praises of the Most 
High. And if, perchance, something has prevented us or something 
has interfered with the melody of thanksgiving which we wish to 
offer to our Maker and Savior to-day, then certainly the hymns which 
we have sung should have driven away all gloom and have turned our 
hearts to the rhythm of the Gloria in Excelsis. 

Ah, if we could but retain and hold fast in our hearts the senti- 
ments of gratitude which we have just expressed in our hymns of 
thanksgiving! If we could but lay hold of this garment of praise 
that it might be our daily apparel! If only the doxology with which 
God’s house and this day have now inspired us might ring its sweet 
chimes from this day till we join angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, before the throne of the Lamb, and sing that better 
and sweeter song of the heavenly choirs! Why not, dear friends, why 
not use this moment to lay hold with a firm grasp of this spirit of 
thanksgiving? Our text encourages us to do this. “It is a good thing 
to give thanks unto the Lord.” In these words God Himself recom- 
mends that to us which is a heavenly occupation even here upon earth. 
In these words God wishes to drive from us the pessimism of the earth 
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and fill us with the grateful joy of the children of God. Let us, then, 
pray Him to create within us, through these words of our text, that 
gratitude which He so earnestly recommends to us. We could not 
spend the time of this Thanksgiving Day to better advantage than 
to give the Holy Spirit an opportunity through this text to make us 
more and more what God would have us to be — happy, grateful chil- 
dren of His. To this end let us now consider these precious words : — 


IT IS A GOOD THING TO GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD. 


It is a good thing, because 


1. Thereby we glorify God; 2. Thereby we bless our neighbor; 
3. Thereby our own happiness is increased. 


1. 


Need I say much to show you that it is a good thing to give 
thanks unto the Lord because thereby we glorify God? There is 
scarcely a page of the Bible which does not encourage us in one way 
or the other to give thanks unto the Lord. Again and again God ex- 
presses His displeasure at those who are ungrateful. It was His 
bitter complaint against Israel: “The ox knoweth his owner and the 
ass his master’s crib, but Israel doth not know, My people doth not 
consider.” Is. 1, 3. And when Jesus had cleansed those ten lepers 
and but one of them returned to give thanks to Him, how joyfully He 
accepted this gratitude, and with what solemn sadness did He look 
about and ask the question: “Were there not ten cleansed, but where 

_are the nine?” 

In fact, we may say that God wants nothing from us except the 
acknowledgment of His gifts and gratitude for them. We can in 
reality give Him nothing except thanksgiving and praise; for all that 
we have belongs to Him and is His gift to us. He therefore also 
says to us: “I will take no bullock out of thy house nor he-goats out 
of thy folds. For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon 
a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains, and the wild 
beasts of the field are Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; 
for the world is Mine and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh of 
bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Offer unto God thanksgiving, and 
pay thy vows unto the Most High. And call upon Me in the day of 
trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.” Ps. 50, 9—15. 
If that, then, is all that He desires, acknowledgment of His gifts and 
gratitude for His mercies, should we not cheerfully render this to Him 
from whom all blessings flow? 

But so depraved, perverted, and corrupt is this world that God 
receives little thanks for His manifold blessings. Discontent and 
murmuring criticism, cursing and blasphemy, arise from the dark 
and sinful and ignorant hearts of men to the throne of God. Every 
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moment they breathe His air, every day they quench their thirst by 
the water which He supplies them, every day they sit down to His 
table of blessing, every day they might hear of His marvelous love in 
the gift of His precious Son for the sins of the world, and every day 
the great majority of men praise themselves, vaunt themselves, and — 
murmur against God. Even on this day of thanksgiving, when every 
one throughout our whole country is reminded of his duty and given 
an opportunity of thanking the heavenly Father for His manifold 
gifts, how few really attend some service of thanksgiving! Oh, the 
sin, the worse than brutish ingratitude of man! Let us beware lest 
we become guilty of such contempt for God’s gifts. Let us take to 
heart the words of our text: “It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord.” Let us be determined to-day that our hearts and our lips 
shall join the children of God of all ages and of all places in singing 
praises unto the Most High, that every day the sentiment of our 
hearts shall be: — 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 


Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His 
holy name.” Ps. 103, 1. 

2. 

But by giving thanks unto God, we not only glorify Him, thereby 
we also bless our neighbor. And certainly we are not here to curse 
our neighbor, to make his life miserable, and to render his existence 
here on this earth well-nigh intolerable. Therefore also it is a good 
thing to give thanks unto the Lord, because by such giving of thanks 
we cheer our neighbor and brighten his outlook upon life. 

What a sad lot it is to be forced to live with a grumbling and 
discontented, ungrateful, complaining man! His ill will, his morose 
fault-finding, his discontented criticisms, are a daily thorn in the 
flesh of every one who must live with such an ingrate. But what cheer 
enters the home and pervades the entire family circle if the father’s 
face beams with gratitude for all that he has in the home, if he 
praises God for his faithful wife, if he gives thanks for the children 
who sit at his table, if from day to day his whole demeanor and all 
his words give evidence that his heart is overflowing with gratitude, 
and that his soul is giving thanks to God and saying: “What shall 
I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?’ I am not 
worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which Thou 
hast shown unto Thy unworthy servant. Certainly all who deal with 
such a grateful person must note that it is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord. 

And what a miserable lot is his who must live with an ungrateful, 
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discontented wife! A woman who continually commiserates herself, 
complains of the burden of the family, permits herself to be peeved 
by the petty annoyances of housekeeping, and walks about with 
a tearful or scowling face, can easily render a home so dark and bleak 
that husband and children prefer to spend their leisure hours else- 
where. But what a good thing it is for the home if the wife and 
mother is a cheerful and grateful woman — grateful for the children 
and their health, grateful because she can be the helpmeet of a Chris- 
tian man, grateful because she can offer her life and her efforts in 
the service of Him who through His suffering and death gained 
heaven for her! Such a grateful wife and mother fills the whole home 
with the atmosphere of praise. She herself will sing hymns of thanks- 
giving, and she will teach others to count their blessings and praise 
God, from whom all blessings flow. Certainly they are blessed who 
are privileged to share a home with such a woman. Lately a prince 
in high station confessed how he was attracted to those homes where 
cheer and gratitude seemed to have their abode. In like manner grate- 
ful children lift cares from their parents’ hearts, a grateful employer 
cheers his employees, and grateful employees bring contentment to 
their employer. A grateful pastor, who does his work with joy and 
not with grief, is a continual encouragement to a congregation, and 
a grateful congregation, which shows its appreciation of the services 
of its pastor, is a daily joy to its shepherd and a continual stimulus, 
moving him to do his utmost for his people. In short, ingratitude is 
an irritating poison, while gratitude is a heavenly gift of light. How 
true it is: “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord”! Let us 
to-day ask God to make of us such cheerful, grateful persons, who 
brighten the lives of those who live with us and who make work easy 
and pleasant for those who must work with us. Let us not permit the 
disguise in which God’s blessings at times approach us to frighten us. 
Let us remember that to true Christians all things, even their sorrows, 
must work together for good, and let us therefore in all things give 
thanks, so that by giving thanks and by cheerful appreciation of our 
many advantages we may also shed light into the lives of all who live 
with us. Thus from day to day we shall learn the sweetness and truth 
of these words: “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.” 


3. 


And if this gratitude is so pleasing to God and such a boon to our 
neighbor, can it be harmful to us ourselves who are grateful? Far 
from it! By such cheerful gratitude our own hearts are enlarged with 
happiness. It is no secret that fretting and worrying, grief and 
despair, are themselves a slow and painful death. Not only we Chris- 
tians, but the world itself says that “worry kills more people than 
work.” And God in His Word reminds us of this, that “he that is 
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of a merry heart hath a continual feast”, Prov. 15,15, and “a merry 
heart maketh a cheerful countenance, but by sorrow of the heart the 
spirit is broken.” And the wisdom of God teaches us that “the spirit 
of a man will sustain his infirmities, but a wounded spirit who can 
bear?” Prov. 18, 14. Ingratitude curses itself. Jealousy, envy, dis- 
content, malevolence, eat the very heart out of a man or woman. 

And if one would say: We know all that, but how are we to 
escape from these sins which so easily beset us? God Himself gives 
us an answer to this question. He tells us: “Offer unto God thanks- 
giving, and pay thy vows unto the Most High.” Ps. 50,14. We Chris- 
tians all have made vows unto God. We not only occupy the same 
position which all other creatures of God occupy, namely, the position 
of a creature in relation to its Creator, God, but we are bound to God 
by peculiar vows and by a specific agreement, or covenant. We are 
God’s creatures; but we are more than that — we are the redeemed 
of the Lord, whom God has purchased with His own blood. We are 
‘the ones whom God has, through His Holy Spirit, made a peculiar 
people unto Himself. We are the royal priesthood of the Lord. God 
has adopted us as His children. In thousands of promises God has 
pledged His love, His care, His gifts to us and in our behalf. God 
has now assured us that all things are ours, that He will provide for 
us in body and soul as long as we live here upon this earth, that He 
will bless and keep us, guard and protect us, and finally give us that 
incorruptible inheritance which fadeth not away. Of all these gifts 
of God, of all His vows and promises to us, and of the vows which 
we have made to Him, — of all this we are to think each day. We are 
to read in the Book of the Covenant, the Bible, every day, so that our 
eyes may be opened to see all our blessings and riches, and thus grati- 
tude and joy in the Lord will fill our hearts and souls. Thus we shall 
be transformed, the image of God will be renewed more and more 
within us, discontent and envy will be drowned and die each day, and 
gratitude and amazement at God’s goodness to ourselves will arise 
and live within us every day. Thus we shall ourselves daily experience 
how good it is to give thanks unto the Lord. 

Let us, therefore, my dear Christians, determine with the help 
of God’s Holy Spirit to follow that which is good — so pleasing to God 
in heaven, so good for all those with whom we live upon this earth, 
and so valuable and precious for our own welfare and happiness. 
Then gratitude will fill our hearts and move our voices to give God 
thanks in the home and sing His praises in His house, and to give 
generously of all which He has given us, so that His name may be 
glorified and others may become “almost and altogether” such as we 
are, Acts 26,29, and join us in saying each day: “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.” Amen. S. 
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Advent Sermon on Matt. 11, 11. 


In Curist Jesus DEARLY BELOVED: — 

During the four weeks of the Advent season we hear not only 
of the advent, or coming, of the Promised One, but also of the coming 
of another, of John the Baptist. Two Gospel-lessons during this 
season speak of him and of his work, and frequently other texts are 
chosen from the many passages of Scriptures in which the birth, life, 
work, and significance of this great man of God are described. Such 
passages are real Advent texts, for the coming of John is inseparably 
connected with the coming of the Promised One and is of the greatest 
importance. If John the Baptist had not come and performed his 
work, we could not exclaim with Zacharias: “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for He hath visited and redeemed His people and hath 
raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant 
David, as He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets.” Had John 
the Baptist not come, God would not have fulfilled His Word, to send 
the forerunner of the Savior just before the coming of the latter, and 
we could not answer the question: If Jesus is the Promised One, who, 
then, is the promised forerunner of the Savior, who, according to the 
Word of Prophecy, should prepare the way of the Lord? But because 
John the Baptist came, we can answer this question and direct all 
who ask thus to John the Baptist. In him is fulfilled ail that the 
prophets spake of the forerunner of the Messiah. It is therefore not 
at all out of place that John the Baptist’s life and work are made the 
subject of sermons preached during the season of Advent. 

Our text for this evening contains Christ’s estimate of John the 
Baptist. Let us learn anew to know and to appreciate this man of 
God and his work and, at the same time, be reminded of the privileges 
which we enjoy and which are even greater than those of John the 
Baptist. Let me, with the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit, direct your 
attention to the words of our text which contains 


TWO STATEMENTS OF CHRIST CONCERNING 
JOHN THE BAPTIST: 
1. Among them that are born of women there hath not risen 
a greater than John the Baptist. 
2. He that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 


a 
“Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.” The One who 
makes this statement knows what He is talking about, for He is the 
omniscient Son of God. Though the statement is startling, yet it 
is true. If a mere man had made this statement, we might think 
that his enthusiasm had prompted him to overestimate John. But the 
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eternal Son of God is not subject to an emotional enthusiasm which 
so often robs the children of men of sound judgment. He knows, and 
all His statements are based on fact. 

What does He say concerning John the Baptist? He compares 
John with all human beings that up to that time had been born into 
the world and says: Not one of them was greater than John. The 
words “they that are born of women” refer to all the children of men 
who had lived before John’s time and who were living in those days. 
Only He who spoke these words was excluded. For He was born not 
only of a woman, of Mary, but also of the Father from eternity. His 
“sgoings forth have been from of old, from everlasting,” from the days 
of eternity. But among all others not one could be found who was 
greater than, or even as great as, John the Baptist. Great men had 
arisen in the kingdoms of the world. Nebuchadnezzar had been 
a great man among the inhabitants of the world. God of heaven had 
given him a mighty kingdom, power, strength, and glory, so that he 
was a king of kings and ruled wheresoever the children of men 
dwelled, as Daniel says. Alexander the Great had lived, and many 
others, whose great and mighty deeds fill many pages in the world’s 
history. But John was greater than all these. Still greater men had 
risen in the Church of God. We know them all. There was Moses, 
by whom God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt and gave 
His holy Law from Mount Sinai. Great was Joshua, by whom God 
led the children of Israel into the promised land of Canaan. Greater 
was David, the illustrious king of Israel, the inspired writer of many 
psalms. Great was the wise Solomon, who at God’s command built 
the beautiful Temple and reigned in peace over all Israel, whose 
wisdom has become proverbial among men even to this day. Great 
were the prophets of God, by whose mouths God spake to the people 
also of future events, especially of the coming of the Savior. Among 
the greatest of these we find Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others. But greater 
than all of these was John the Baptist. Thus says Christ, the Son 
of God. 

Naturally we inquire: What was it that made John the greatest 
man in the Old Dispensation? Wherein consisted his greatness? 
Was it perhaps his miraculous birth which prompted Jesus to magnify 
the greatness of John? His birth was indeed miraculous. His father 
Zacharias and his mother Elisabeth were both advanced-in years, in 
years, in fact, beyond that period in which they could expect children 
according to the laws of nature. But one day while he was performing 
the duties of his priestly office before God, there appeared to him the 
angel Gabriel, saying: “Thy prayer is heard, and thy wife Elisabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.” And when 
Zacharias would not believe this, but called attention to the advanced 
age of his wife and himself, the angel said: “Thou shalt be dumb and 
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not able to speak until the day that these things shall be performed.” 
Dumb, Zacharias left the Temple and returned to his home, and in 
due time Elisabeth brought forth a son and called him John. By 
a miracle of God John the Baptist had been born of Elisabeth in the 
days of her old age. Was it perhaps on account of these extraordinary 
circumstances that Jesus called John the greatest of all that had been 
born of women? No. The birth of Isaac, the son of Abraham, had 
been equally miraculous, for he, too, had been born of Sarah at a time 
when Sarah could no longer expect children. As regards his birth, 
John the Baptist was no greater than Isaac, the son of Abraham and 
Sarah. Again, let us ask: Is our Lord’s high estimation of John ac- 
counted for by the fact that he was the only prophet whose coming 
and work had been announced hundreds of years before his birth? 
John the Baptist had this distinction. More than five hundred years 
before his birth the Prophet Isaiah had said: “The voice of him that 
crieth in the wilderness: Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” The New 
Testament tells us outright that Isaiah spoke thus of John the Baptist. 
Again, Malachi, the last of the inspired prophets, had also prophesied 
of John’s coming, saying: “Behold, I will send My messenger, and 
he shall prepare the way before Me.” Christ refers to this prophecy 
in the verse preceding our text, where He says of John: “For this is 
he of whom it is written: Behold, I send My messenger before Thy 
face, which shall prepare Thy way before Thee.” No other prophet 
had been thus spoken of by the seers of old. But even this distinction 
does not account for the fact that Christ calls John the greatest among 
all who until then had been born of women. 

These very same prophecies, however, tell us what really consti- 
tuted John’s greatness. These prophecies speak of the work which 
God from eternity had assigned to John, the like of which no other 
human being was ever privileged to perform. John had been com- 
missioned of God to prepare the way of the Promised One, the way of 
Christ. His work consisted in preparing the people to receive the 
promised Messiah, the Savior. Of this the angel Gabriel had already 
spoken to Zacharias. He had said: “He shall go before Him in the 
spirit and power of Elias to turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil- 
dren and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord.” And we know that John performed 
this work. He prepared the people for the coming of the Savior by 
preaching repentance. He reminded the people of their sins, of the 
punishment of sin, that they might see and feel the necessity of 
a Savior from sin and its terrible consequences. No other prophet in 
the Old Testament had this privilege of preparing the people for the 
coming of the Savior. All other prophets could say no more than 
this: The Savior will surely come at the appointed time. But John 
the Baptist rose to preach this message: “Repent ye, for the kingdom 
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of heaven is at hand.” Get ready to receive the Christ; “there standeth 
One among you whom ye know not; He it is, who, coming after me, 
is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to un- 
loose.” Do you now see why Christ says of John: “Among them that 
are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the 
Baptist” ? 

Again, John was the only prophet of the Old Testament who 
could point out the Messiah, the Savior. Other prophets had spoken 
of the Messiah; they had even seen prophetic visions of the future 
Savior. Thus Isaiah had in a prophetic vision seen the Messiah and 
exclaimed: “Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace.” But not one of them had seen the Messiah made 
flesh. Of all the prophets John alone enjoyed this privilege. He saw 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He pointed Him out to others, saying: 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
He spoke with Him, while all other prophets could only speak of Him. 
Do you now see why John the Baptist was greater than all other 
prophets in the Old Testament? 

Again, his very name “John the Baptist” points out another 
reason for his greatness. He was called the Baptist, not only because 
he baptized the people who came unto him and confessed their sins, 
but also and mainly because he baptized the Promised One, Christ, 
the Son of God. When Christ had come to him with the request to 
be baptized, John had at first refused, saying: “I have need to be 
baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me?” But when Jesus had 
insisted, John baptized Him. And after he had baptized Jesus, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descend- 
ing like a dove, and lighting upon Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, 
saying: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Thus 
John the Baptist rendered greater and more glorious services to the 
Messiah than any other prophet in the time of the Old Testament, 
and therefore Jesus makes this statement concerning him: “Verily 
I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist.” 

And now let us turn to the second statement of Christ contained 
in our text. 

2. 

The second statement reads: “Notwithstanding, he that is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” To understand these 
words it is necessary, in the first place, to inquire into the meaning of 
the words “kingdom of heaven.” What is the kingdom of heaven? 
It is the kingdom of Christ in the New Testament. In a passage ad- 
duced before, John the Baptist uses the same words, saying: “Repent 


330 Advent Sermon on Matt. 11, 11. 


ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Evidently he meant to 
say: The time of the Old Testament is now at an end, and the time 
of the New Testament is now about to begin, for the promised Savior 
has come and will soon perform the work of redemption. In other 
passages this expression is used in the very same sense. Thus Christ 
tells us that John, though being the greatest of all Old Testament 
men, is not as great as any member of the New Testament Church. 
John was a member of the Old Testament Church and was executed 
by Herod before the day of fulfilment had fully come. Though his 
privileges were great, the members of the new Testament Church en- 
joy still greater privileges and are for that reason greater than John 
the Baptist. You and I are greater than John the Baptist. The child 
that sits in the pew, hearing with believing heart the preaching of 
the Word of fulfilment, accepting Christ as its Savior, that child, 
though it be poor, despised, and otherwise ignorant, is greater than 
John the Baptist. 

We naturally inquire: What are these greater privileges enjoyed 
by the children of God in the New Testament which make them 
greater than the greatest man of the Old Testament? In the first 
place, every member of the New Testament enjoys the full light of 
fulfilment. John saw the dawn of the new day; he beheld the sun of 
the new era just as it began to rise above the horizon. But it was not 
his privilege to see the fulfilment of all the prophecies concerning the 
work of redemption which the Messiah should perform. He saw the 
Lamb of God, but he departed this life before this Lamb of God was 
led up to the sacrificial altar on Calvary. He departed this life before 
the Redeemer shouted from the cross: “It is finished!” I have re- 
deemed the world; I have left nothing undone for the eternal salva- 
tion of the world. He heard not the message of the risen Lord: 
I live; I have conquered all the enemies of your souls; I am raised 
for your justification. He heard not the joyful message which the 
apostles of Christ preached throughout the world: Christ bore our 
sins in His own body on the cross. John could speak only in the 
future tense, every member of the New Testament Church speaks in 
the past and present tenses. John said: This Christ will redeem the 
sinners; every member of the New Testament Church can say jubi- 
lantly: Christ has redeemed me from sin, from death, and from the 
power of the devil... with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death. “In Christ Jesus we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sin.” “God was in Christ, rec- 
onciling the world unto Himself.” Many a prophecy of the Old 
Testament was not so clear to John the Baptist as it is to every 
member of the New Testament Church. The midday sun of salva- 
tion sheds his glorious light abundantly upon all who are in truth 
members of Christ’s New Testament Church. That is why the least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the Baptist. 
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Again, John was not free from the bondage of the Ceremonial 
Law, which according to the will of God should endure until the 
Savior had brought His sacrifice for the satisfaction of the Law. 
John had to bring sacrifice, observe days and months and times and 
years, and abstain from certain foods, ete. But every member of the 
New Testament Church is free from all this, for he knows what the 
apostle says: “Let no man, therefore, judge you in meat or in drink, 
or in respect of an holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath- 
days, which are a shadow of things to come, but the body is of Christ.” 
He exclaims with the same apostle: “When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the 
Law, to redeem them that were under the Law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.” He is a free child of God, who waits only for 
the final coming of the Lord in the clouds of heaven. 

Do you belong to these men and women who are greater than John 
the Baptist? God wants you to be one of them. He sent His Son also 
for you. He invites you to become one of His great, privileged 
children. If you refuse, a terrible judgment awaits you. Luther 
frequently said: It is better to be a condemned heathen than a con- 
demned Christian. The heathen who never heard the message of sal- 
vation will fare better on Judgment Day than those who heard the 
message of Christ and rejected it. If you are not greater than John 
the Baptist, you are worse than a heathen. But no, beloved, can we 
reject the message of salvation? Oh, let us receive it in true faith 
and rejoice in the bright light of fulfilment which shines from the 
Word of the Gospel. Let us thank and praise God by word and deed 
that we are so highly privileged, that we are greater than John the 
Baptist. Let us be diligent in revealing our greatness to the children 
of men, not in the spirit of boastfulness, but with this object in view, 
that we may make others equally as great and happy, that they, to- 
gether with us, may be made still greater in that never-ending era 
whose dawn we already see, in that never-ending era which follows 
the time of fulfilment, in the Kingdom of Glory. Amen. 

G. Cur. BARTH. 
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There are people, laymen and clergymen, who are of the opinion 
that a preacher may preach anything he pleases. Pastors who are of 
this opinion select their subject and its treatment according to their 
personal likes or dislikes or according to the profit which they hope 
to reap from their effort. But the truth is that no man on this earth, 
least of all the minister of Christ, has a right to say or to do what 


he pleases. 
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The Christian minister is an ambassador of Jesus Christ. He 
has been given a message from his Master, which is to be delivered 
to those to whom he has been sent. The preacher is God’s letter- 
carrier, he must deliver the mail to the person to whom it is addressed. 

During all my ministry I have been deeply conscious of this, 
that I am not an independent lord to do and to say what I please, 
but that I have been sent here to deliver the message which God has 
given me to those people to whom God Himself has addressed it. 
I am confident also that you are aware of this, and that, when you 
come to this house of God, you do not come here to hear what may 
please me or any other man, but you come here to hear God’s message 
to you. That is what you are expecting also to-day, and I have called 
your attention to it again at this time because here in our text God 
tells every preacher to deliver a certain message to certain people. 
I would not be a faithful servant of my Master if I did not do what 
this very text in God’s Book commands me to do. May God, there- 
fore, grant me His strength and His Holy Spirit and bless my efforts 
while I now call your attention to that of which our text speaks: — 


GODS CHARGE TO THE RICH. 


In order that this message may be properly delivered, two ques- 
tions must be answered : — 


1. Who are the rich to whom God commands us to deliver this 
charge? 
2. What is it with which He commands His Christian ministers 
to charge these rich? 
is 


Who are the rich to whom our text says: “Charge them that are 
rich in this world”? The word rich is here used in that sense which 
people understand without much further explanation. When a man 
is called a rich man, we mean thereby that he has money, that he has 
means, that he is no pauper, no beggar. He is not in pinched eir- 
cumstances. But let us be sure to include among these rich all whom 
God wishes to have included. He does not say: Charge them that 
are very rich, but He says: “Charge them that are rich in this 
world.” Whom would you classify as such rich people? We may 
confidently include in this number all those who have not only what 
they barely need for the necessities of life, but all those who, after 
paying necessary expenses, have something over and above what they 
need for their daily wants. The Bible expressly tells us that Zacchaeus 
was a rich man, and still Zacchaeus was only a chief among the pub- 
licans. This business would not have brought him great returns if 
he had not been dishonest and taken more than his due; but even 80, 
we would hardly classify him among the very wealthy. The Bible 
tells us of Joseph of Arimathea that he was a rich man. But of him 
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also we know nothing more than that he was not a pauper; besides 
supplying his daily wants, he had provided a decent burial-place for 
himself. Whoever can supply himself each day with the necessities 
of life and then has a surplus, him we must include in the number 
of those people whom the Bible calls rich. And now, let us call to 
mind that in accordance with this definition most of us belong to 
this number of the rich. All of you who have sufficient income from 
your labors, from your efforts, from your business, or from your prop- 
erty, or from your investments, or from all combined to provide for 
yourself and then have a remainder which you may invest, or give 
away, or save, to all of you is this message addressed which God has 
charged me to deliver to you. Most of you may not be very rich, 
but you are rich. You are not poor, you have what you need 
and more. 

Again, these words are not addressed to all the rich, but only to 
the rich among the Christians. While this is not exactly stated in 
so many words here in our text, yet we know that Timothy was given 
this commandment to charge those rich who were his parishioners. 
To unbelievers, whether they be rich or poor, the Christian minister 
is to preach repentance. An unbeliever may do what he will and 
pursue any course that may suggest itself to him, but if he does not 
repent of his unbelief, he will perish after all. There is only one sal- 
vation for an unbeliever, and that is to repent of his sin and accept 
forgiveness and become a Christian. But the believer, who is a Chris- 
tian, who has forgiveness and is conscious of the grace of God, to 
him God gives directions, him God would now guide in the way which 
pleases the Lord, and therefore these words are spoken not to the rich 
in general, but to the rich Christians, to those Christians who have 
sufficient for their daily need and something left over. 


2. 


And now, what is it with which God wishes me to charge you 
Christians who are rich in this world? 

The charge is in part a warning against certain sins by which 
such a Christian may lose his faith, and in part it is an encouragement 
to practise faithfully certain duties. 

The first vice against which God would warn the rich Christians 
is high-mindedness. (Text.) When we are told that a man is not 
to be high-minded, we all understand that this means he is not to 
be proud and overbearing. A good income and money lead vast mul- 
titudes to pride. The rich man is continually tempted to think: 
“T am the smart, shrewd man; I knew how to gain all this money 
for myself.” Riches are a temptation to pride. When this temp- 
tation besets us, we ought to repeat to ourselves that challenge 
of St. Paul: “For who maketh thee to differ from another? And 
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what hast thou that thou didst not receive? Now, if thou didst 
receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not received it?” 
1 Cor. 4,7. A rich man has no more reason for giving himself eredit 
for what he possesses than a white man has to claim credit because 
of the white color of his skin. Every good gift which we have is just 
a free gift of God’s merey. It is no more to be credited to our merit 
than we are to credit to our merit that the sun rises in the morning. 
Such high-minded pride is therefore also very sinful, because such 
a proud person robs God of His praise and takes credit to himself, 
and thereby arouses God to jealousy. If God has been gracious to 
you and has bestowed an abundance of this earth’s goods upon you, 
never permit the devil to persuade you to become proud in the imagi- 
nation of your heart and to take credit to yourself for all that God 
has given you. 

Our text adds another warning when it tells us: “nor to trust in 
uncertain riches.” That is another temptation of riches. We are by 
them tempted to put confidence in the wealth which we possess. We 
are tempted to follow Pharaoh, who said: “Who is the Lerd that 
I should hearken unto His voice?’ Such confidence in riches is just 
as foolish as the pride which gives oneself credit for what one has, 
for riches are the most unreliable things. Our text, therefore, also 
calls them uncertain riches, and even the world from its own expe- 
rience has learned that “riches have wings.” The whole history of the 
world, the history of individuals and the history of families, teaches 
this. Money itself often loses its value. In Europe there are to-day 
millions of people who regret that they hoarded money, for, however 
paradoxical it may sound, the more of it they gathered, the poorer 
they became. Had they spent the money for things of value, they 
could now obtain ten times and a hundred times what they paid for 
it, for their money is now almost worthless while all else is dear. 
Again, one of the richest men of America actually starved to death 
because his throat trouble prevented him from taking food. Thou- 
sands of people have saved money for their children, and this very 
money proved the ruin of those children, and in many cases these 
children were tortured to death for the sake of this money. Ah, how 
true it is that riches are uncertain and deceitful! 

Let us take to heart these warnings, my dear Christians, to whom 
God has given an abundance of this world’s goods. Beware of high- 
mindedness and pride. Remember that even worldly people know the 
truth of the saying: “Pride goeth before a fall.” And beware of 
confidence in your uncertain riches. 

But in our text God does not only warn us, He also admonishes 
the Christians to whom He has given His gifts to use them in accor- 
dance with the wishes of Him who has given these things to them. 
The first thing to which He would admonish you is this, that you are 
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“to trust in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” 
Remember, you to whom God has given His gifts, He wants you to 
recognize His good will toward you. He has given them to you for 
you to enjoy. Our text expressly states this. All of God’s gifts to 
you are tokens of His love. He did not give them to you that you 
should be worried with them or that they might torture you. '’ He gave 
them to you to enjoy them. 

Tell me, is He not a gracious and kind Father? Daily and richly: 
He gives us everything for which we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, and 
as long as we are His Christians and cling to Him in childlike faith, 
He will never forsake us. Kings and princes, dukes and lords, the 
great and the mighty of this earth may come to poverty and to shame 
and may sink into despair and distress, but we Christians never. 
God does not want His rich Christians to worry from day to day 
about daily bread and about the gifts which He has given them. He 
has not given them to us that we should worry about them, He has 
given them to us that we should enjoy them, give thanks for them, 
and trust in the living God, who hath not only given us, but who 
always will give us all things richly to enjoy. 

And how should we enjoy them? 

We are to do good with them; that is God’s will. That is the 
way in which God wants us to enjoy the riches and money and wealth 
which He has given us — He wants us to do good with them. 

Tell me, is it right for one who has gained wealth to use his 
riches in order to oppress his neighbor, in order to torture his fellow- 
men and to enslave him? Is it right that he should use them in order 
to humiliate others, in order to give them pain? Every one of us 
would condemn that. Every one of us would say, Whoever does that 
certainly deserves that everything he has be taken from him. Or is it 
right for us to use this money simply to hoard it up and gloat over 
it as if it were our God? Every one of us knows that that is foolish 
and sinful. We know that such a person is an enemy of himself and 
of his fellow-men. Is it right, then, to take this money and wealth 
which we have and use it for gluttony, for drunkenness and dissipa- 
tion? Should we act like the irrational brute that has fallen upon 
an abundance of food and gorges itself and perhaps even kills it- 
self with it? Oh, shame upon those who know no better way to enjoy 
the gifts of God! They will perish miserably here, and they will cer- 
tainly not gain everlasting life. With them the devil has succeeded 
in having them use the little gift which was given them in such 
a shameful manner that they will lose all the better gifts which God 
still had in store for them. No, my dear brother and sister, God’s 
gifts were given to us that we might do good with them. God wants 
us to participate in His grand work of the distribution of these 
precious gifts. What a very joyous privilege it is to be called upon 
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to act as God’s almoner! It is so much more blessed to give than to 
receive. Ah, my dear Christian, if you are no beggar, if you are no 
pauper, but God has made you one of those who has sufficient to pro- 
vide for all necessities, and then gives you besides something more, 
which you may take and distribute and do good with,— what a blessed 
person you are! Have we not all heard people say: “If I were a mil- 
lionaire, I would do this and that good work”? They mean to say 
that they would enjoy giving if they only had something to give. 
I fear that often such an expression is prompted by the dissatisfied 
spirit of that wicked and slothful servant who hid his talent in the 
ground. Matt. 25, 14-80. Let us not complain that God has not 
given us more, but let us enjoy what He has given us by doing good 
with it. 

If one would say, Yes, if when we give to the poor, we only knew 
that these needy will make the proper use of it, if we only knew of 
places where to place our dollars and cents and could be sure that it 
is actually pleasing God and blessing our fellow-men, — to such a one 
I would say: My dear Christian, do you not know that there are many 
opportunities which are offered you in our Church and in our Synod? 
What is the work which our Church and our Synod is carrying on? 
Are we honoring some saint, are we glorifying man? Are we burning 
. incense to some prince? Read our hymn-book, read our Catechism, 
read the Bible that is read in our churches, read our publications, and 
you will find that every word therein glorifies Him who died for you 
and to whom you owe everything that you have. Shouid we not, then, 
praise God that here in these many works of mission and charity we 
have abundant opportunity to do good to our fellow-man, to bring 
him to his Savior, to bless him with the Gospel, to save him from his 
own sins, from the power of the devil, and from that eternal insane 
asylum, eternal damnation? Aye, every one of us to whom God has 
given more than we need for our daily necessities should ery out: 
I have found it; I have found it; I have found a place where I can 
use my money for the glory of my Savior and for the welfare of my 
fellow-men. Thank God, He has not only made us rich, but He has 
given us such fine opportunities to enjoy our riches in a way which 
befits rational beings and Christians! 

Oh, we American Christians, how God has blessed us! He has 
placed us in that class of His children whom He has enabled to par- 
ticipate in His good work of distributing His precious gifts. Indeed, 
our God does exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think. 

But listen to our text, v.19. God will even do more for us. We 
really do not deserve any reward for the privilege of participating in 
this blessed work, but in order to increase our joy, God is so generous 
that He tells us that, when we are through with our good works, when 
we are through with this enjoyment of the riches which He has 
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given us, then He will publicly before all the world recognize these 
enjoyments of ours as our good works, He will recognize them as 
evidences of our sincerity and faith. He will place us over against 
the world, who have lived in their selfish gluttony, who have tortured 
themselves with their idolatry and besotted misery, who have robbed 
themselves and others of the use of valuable blessings which they could 
have bestowed upon them, and while He says to those who have cursed 
themselves: “Depart from Me, ye äccursed,” He will say to us whom 
He has made so rich in this world, rich in faith, rich through His 
forgiveness of sin, rich also in many earthly good gifts, He will say 
to each one of us: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant!” He 
will have those to whom we distributed His gifts testify to the good 
that we have done, and He will pass His judgment upon such testi- 
mony and upon the evidence of our good works, and give us the eternal 
riches, fulness of joy and pleasures forevermore. Aye, indeed, it is 
beyond the speech of man, this goodness, love, mercy, and kindness of 
our gracious God and Father! 

We cannot think too well of our Lord. Let us never allow any 
misgivings to enter our mind that He will treat us ungenerously. He 
will treat us so generously and reward us so richly and bless us so 
abundantly that we will all have to ery out: What did we ever do 
to deserve this? Matt. 25, 37. 

Tell me, have you not experienced from the time of your birth 
to this day God’s daily goodness to yourself? Have you not received 
your daily bread, has He not given you daily and richly all things 
that you need for the support of this body and life, has He not given 
you even more than you need, has He not made you one of those 
blessed persons who is enabled to distribute and to give to others? 
Let us therefore also accept God’s admonition to do good and to 
“trust in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy,” 
and let us be sure to enjoy giving of our money for the purpose of 
God’s kingdom while we have the chance, and let us greet with joy 
every announcement that we may do something for our Church, for 
our schools, colleges, seminaries, eleemosynary institutions, Synod, 
so that throughout all eternity we may have and enjoy the greater 
gifts of God, fulness of joy and pleasures forevermore. 

God make us cheerful givers! For with what measure ye mete it 
shall be measured to you again. Let us not be weary in well-doing, 
for in due season we shall reap if we faint not. Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. “He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also boun- 
tifully.” 2 Cor. 9, 6. 

Lord, Thou hast given us so much earthly wealth, give us now 
a grateful heart and a spirit willing to enjoy all by doing good, by 
distributing to those who are in need, by giving generously for the 
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cause of Thy kingdom here on this earth, by participating in every 
good work to the full extent of our powers and our means, so that we 
may be rich in good works, laying up in store for ourselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that we may lay hold on eternal 
life. Amen. S. 


—_— oO 


Beichtrede über Jef. 38, 17. 


Sn dem HErrn SEfu herzlich geliebte Beichtendel 

Der fchreclidjte Tyrann, den e3 auf Erden gibt, ijt die Sünde. 
Diefe hat alle Menfchen ohne Ausnahme in Feffeln gefdlagen, hat ihnen 
unbarmberzig das Paradies geraubt, fie bon Gott getrennt, dem Satan 
und der ewigen Berdammnis überliefert. In diefe wären auch alle 
Menfchen geraten, hatte der liebe Gott jich ihrer nicht felbit in unaus- 
denfbarer Liebe und Gnade erbarmt, indem er feinen lieben Sohn als 
Bürgen für das ganze Menfchengefhleht annahm und ihn den bitteren 
und jchmählichen Tod am Kreuze hätte erdulden lafjen. Durch diefen 
Kreuzestod ift die ganze Welt erlöft und mit Gott verfühnt. Der Kreuz 
zestod SEfu Ehrifti ruft daher auch uns allen mit gewaltiger Stimme 
zu: „Laffet euch berfohnen mit Gott!” Der treue Gott aber fucht auf 
alle nur mögliche Weife uns deffen zu verjichern, daß er mit uns berz 
föhnt ift und unfer lieber hHimmlifder Vater jein will. Dazu laßt er 
uns das jüße Evangelium, die guadenreihe Botihaft bon feinem Er- 
barmen in Chrijto SECfu, verfündigen. Dazu läßt er uns durch feine 
berufenen Diener die Abjolution jpreden; dazu führt er ung endlih an 
feinen Gnadentifch des heiligen Whendmabhls. Auch uns, die wir heute 
zum Tifche des HErrn treten wollen, will Gott feiner Gnade verfichern 
und uns der Vergebung unferer Sünden gewiß machen. Das wird aber 
an ung erreicht werden, wenn wir als mwürdige Gajte erfcheinen. Laßt 
mich euch darum jebt unter Gottes Gnadenbeiftand auf Grund unfers 
Textes vorhalten: 


Das rechte Bekenntnis eines würdigen Kommunifanter. 
Gr befennt 

1. fein fündlides Elend, 

2. Die verdiente Strafe, 

3. daS erfahrene göttlide Erbarmen. 


a 

„Siehe, um Croft war mir fehr bange”, fo rief der König Hisfias 
aus, naddem Gott der HErr ihn bon fehwerer Krankheit Hatte genefen 
laffen. Was tvar eS aber, das ihn fo troftlos gemacht hatte? Das war 
feineswegs bloß feine Leibliche Krankheit und die vermeintliche Nähe 
feines Todes getwefen, fondern vielmehr feine Sünde. Diefe machte ihn 
elend und troftlos. — Das muß aber auch bei un3 zuerft der Fall fein; 
ir miiffen, jollen tir wirdige Kommunifanten fein, unfer fündliches 
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Elend erfennen. Denn nur derjenige, welcher fein Sündenelend erfennt, 
vermag aud) Verlangen nach einem Helfer und Heiland zu haben. Wir 
fonnen dies aber nur aus dem göttlichen Gefek erfennen. Wollen wir 
deshalb im Hinblick auf unjer Sündenelend mit Histias fprechen lernen: 
„Siehe, um Trojt war mir fehr bange“, fo miiffen wir Gottes Gefeh 
betrachten und eS mit unfern Gedanfen, Worten und Werken vergleichen. 
Tun wir das ernftlich und aufrichtig, fo werden wir gar bald erfennen, 
fie jedes einzelne Gebot uns zuruft: Du bift ein Sünder, das ijt dein 
rechter Name! Oder tjt’S etiva nicht fo, meine Lieben? Wollteft du 
leugnen, daß dein Herz oft, oft an ettvas anderm gehangen hat al3 am 
lieben Gott? Im gefunden Tagen, in Tagen des Wobhllebens, jagen wir 
gar leicht: HErr, „wenn ich nur dich habe, fo frage ich nichts nach Him- 
mel und Erde; wenn mir gleich Leth und Seele verfchmactet, fo bift 
du doch, Gott, allezeit meines Herzens Troft und mein Teil”. Allein, 
ivie fteht eS zu Zeiten der Trübjal, wenn tatfächlich alles um uns her 
want und weicht, wenn das Kreuz uns monatez und jahrelang danieder= 
beugt und immer neues Kreuz hinzufommt? Sit es uns dann auch fo 
leicht, von Herzen diefe Worte nachgufprechen? Oder, meine Teuren, 
haben wir den Heiligen Namen Gottes nie gemißbraucht, fondern ihn 
in allen unjern Reden mit heiliger Scheu und Ehrfurcht ausgefprochen ? 
Haben wir die Predigt und Gottes Wort iiberhaupt jederzeit heilig ge- 
balten, gerne gehört und gelernt? Haben wir bon dem Nächiten ftets 
Gutes gedacht, ihm Gutes gemwünfdht und Gutes getan? Nein, wir 
miiffen vielmehr befennen, daß mir großes Sündenelend zu beflagen 
haben, daß wir Sünder find. 
2. 

Wir miijjen aber auch befennen, daß dieje Sünde nichts Kleines 
und Geringfügiges ijt, fondern daß wir Durch diefelbe, um derfelben 
willen Gottes Born und Strafe verdienen. &3 beißt in unferm Terte: 
„Um Troft war mir fehr bange. Du aber Haft dich meiner Seele 
herzlich angenommen, daß fie nicht verdürbe.* In diefen Worten liegt 
das Befenntnis, daß auf Sünde Strafe folgt. „Bange fein” eit, 
Kurt haben, hier alfo, Furcht haben, daß man feinen Trojt erlangt, 
wenn die Strafe für die Sünde fommt. Und das miiffen wir auch be- 
fennen. Sit e8 doch fchreclich, in die Hände des lebendigen Gottes zu ° 
fallen, die ausgerect find, zu trafen! Wie jchiwer die Strafe tft, zeigen 
uns die Worte: „daß fie nicht verdürbe”. Ba, die Sünde ift der Leute 
Berderben, zeitlich und ewiglid. Wen die Sünde nicht hintveggenom- 
men ivird, fir den ift feine Rettung, der geht verloren. Ach, der muß 
ewig Qual und Pein leiden, der muß in die Gemeinfchaft des Teufels — 
in die Hölle. Und fo tief it das Verderben, daß fein Menfch imftande 
ift, e8 aus eigener Kraft von fich abgutvenden oder auch nur das Ge- 
ringfte dazu beizutragen, daß e3 abgetan werde. Nein, mir müllen 


befennen: u 
A Mit unfrer Macht ijt nichts getan, 
Wir find gar bald verloren. 
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„Unfere Sünden gehen über unfer Haupt, wie eine fehwere aft find fie 
uns gu fcdjiwer tworden.“ &3 fteht jo: 

An mir und meinem Leben 

Sit nichts auf dtefer Crd’, 


und: 
Gs ift dosh unfer Tun umfonft 


Auch in dem beiten Leben. 

Go gewiß wir aber das befennen miiffen, fo gewiß dürfen wir dabei 
nicht ftehenbleiben, wenn wir würdige Rommunifanten fein wollen; denn 
felbjt der größte Schmerz über die Sünde, die Harfte Erfenntnis unferer 
Strafmürdigfeit macht uns durdaus nicht würdig, da3,tut allein Die 
göttlide Gnade. Daher gilt e3, daß wir befennen, daß wir Gottes 
Gnade erfahren haben. 

3. 

Hiskias fpridt: „Siehe, um Troft mar mir fehr bange.“ Geine 
Troftlofigfeit und große Betrübnis lag daher in der Vergangenheit. So 
muß e3 auch bei ung ftehen, jollen wir mwürdige Rommunifanten fein. 
Da dürfen wir nicht mehr troftlos fein, fondern miiffen bereits Troft 
gefunden Haben. Den aber fonnen wir nur bei dem gnädigen Gott 
finden. Darum jagt aud Hisfias: „Du aber haft dich meiner Seele 
herzlich angenommen, daß fie nicht verdürbe.” Gegen Gott haben wir 
gefündigt, bei ihm allein fünnen wir Gnade finden. Wie Gott ung 
aber gnädig und barmberzig fein till, lernen wir aus den Schlußmorten 
unjer3 Vertes: „Denn du wirfit alle meine Sünde Hinter dich zurüd.“ 
Damit aber Gott unfere Sünde Hinter fich guriicwerfen, fie ung bverz 
geben fönne, hat unfer lieber HErr SCjus Chriftus unfere Schuld auf 
fich genommen, fie gebüßt und getilgt und den himmlischen Vater ver- 
föhnt. Diefes Verdienit Chrijti ergreifen wir durch den Glauben und 
halten e3 feft. Wer nun Chriftum und fein Verdienft ergriffen hat, 
der fann fich auch der Gnade trojten; der fann troß aller Sünde feft- 
halten an Gott und fprechen: 

Ob bei uns ift der Sünden viel, 
Bei Gott ijt viel mehr Gnade; 
Sein’ Hand zu helfen hat fein Biel, 
Wie groß auch fet der Schade. 

Seht, meine Teuren, tröften wir uns fo der Gnade Gottes, dann 
find wir mit Gott berfohnt und find mwürdige Kommunifanten. Dann 
folgt e8 gang bon felbit, daß mir auch unfern Glauben in einem gott- 
feligen Wandel ermeifen. 

Go gebe denn der treue Gott in Gnaden, daß wir alle, die wir heute 
dem Tifche unfers HErrn uns nahen, als wiirdige Gäfte erfcheinen und 
aus dem herrlichen Mahle Gnade um Gnade, Vergebung um Vergebung 
fchöpfen, bis uns der HCrr einft an feine herrliche Simmelstafel fekt. 
Das malte Gott! Amen. W. M. Röder. 
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Sa Chrifto geliebte Leidtragende und allerfeitS trauernde Wn- 
wefendel Gleichiwie eine Mutter ihrem Kinde das Mleid auszieht und 
e3 zur Rube legt, fo ift der Tod aller derer, die an Chriftum glauben, 
foie eine freundliche Mutter, die ihnen das fündige Adamsfleid alles 
Sammers und Elends in der Welt abzieht und fie zur fanften Rube ins 
fühle Bett der Erde legt. Da vergeffen fie alle Krankheit und Schmer- 
zen, alles Elend, Not und Kummer diejes Lebens und jchlafen aus bis 
gu dem großen und herrliden Tag der Auferftehung und ewigen Er- 
löfung. Diefe Wohltat hat denn auch der Tod auf Gottes Geheiß dem 
jungen Dulder und Kreugträger eriviefen, den twir heute begraben. Go 
jung er war, fo hat er doch des Kreuzes mehr gehabt, als fonft dem 
jugendlichen Alter befdhieden ijt. Mute er doch von früher Jugend an 
gerade das entbehren, defjen fich fonft die Jugend erfreut, eines gefunden 
Reibes, des Frohfinns und der Heiterkeit, die das Gefühl Yeiblichen 
Wohlfeins erzeugt. War er doch feinen lieben Eltern von früher Jugend 
auf ein Rind der Gorge; jahen fie Doch oft mit bangem Herzen in die 
Bufunft, wie es ihrem Rinde bei feinem förperlichen Leiden gehen werde, 
wenn er ihrer elterliden Pflege und Hilfe beraubt werden follte. Da 
hat nun der treue Vater im Himmel geforgt, hat ihn gar zu fich genom= 
men, alle feine Leiden auf einmal geendet, alle feine Schmerzen in Freude 
verwandelt. Denn daß feine Seele in den feligen Zuitand der Verklar- 
ten, den Himmel, verjeßt worden ift, das dürfen wir getrojt und zuber= 
fichtlich glauben, da der Heilige Getit felbit ihm durch Wort und Safraz 
ment die Verficherung gegeben hatte, daß ex feines HErrn SEfu Chrifti 
Eigentum fei. Er wußte fich im Glauben mit feinem Heilande fo berz 
bunden, daß er noch wenige Stunden bor, feinem Hingang beten fonnte: 

Herr BEfu, dir Leb’ ich; 

Herr BEfu, dir fterb’ ich; 
Herr 3Efu, dein bin ich 

Tot und lebendig. 

© daß ung alle unfer leßte3 Stündlein in diefem Glauben finden 
möge, fo wird auch unfer Ausgang aus diefem Leben ein froher Eingang 
ing ewige Leben werden! 

Wir Ienfen unfere AUndacht auf das Wort: 


eben wir, fo leben wir dem HErrn; fterben wir, fo fterben wir 
dem Herrn.” 
1. Dies Wort ift uns ein ftarfer und fefter Troft 
in allem, wa3 un3 begegnen mag. 
2. Dies Wort ift ung eine fräftige und dringende 
Ermabhnung, dem HErrn gu leben, damit wir 
indem H&rrn fterben fonnen. 


342 Leichenrede über Rom. 14, 8. 


1. 


»Xeben wir, fo leben wir dem HErrn; jterben wir, jo fterben mir 
dem HErrn. Darum, wir leben oder jterben, jo find wir des HEren.“ 

Das ijt der Glaube der Chrijten. Und dies ijt ein jeliger Glaube; 
denn er gibt Troft und Kraft im Leben und Sterben. Was uns auch 
im Leben begegnen mag, twas für Anfechtungen und Leiden, mas für 
Kränfungen und Verlufte, was für Nöte und Gefahren, was für Arbeit, 
Mühe und Befchwerden, was für Kämpfe und Verjuchungen, ijt der Troft 
in unfern Herzen feft und gewiß: mir find nicht unfer jelbit, wir find 
unfers OErrn JEfu Chrifti Eigentum, dann fann uns nichts nieder 
drücken und mutlos madden, daß wir verzagen und verziweifeln jollten. 
Wenn uns die Siinde anficht — und fie ijt unter allen Anfehtungen 
die fchverfte, weil fie das zarte Geiifjen eines Chriften belajtet, das bald 
erfchriekt und fich fürchtet vor Gottes Zorn —, jo vermag fie doch nichts 
wider den Troft, daß wir unfers IEfu Eigentum find. Sie vermag 
nichts dazu, daß er ung follte unter der Gewalt der Sünde und des Teu= 
fel Lafjen, jondern um uns ewig davon zu erlöfen. Spricht der Teufel: 
Du bijt aber doch mein, du haft mir gedient, jo antwortet der Chrijt: 
Habe ich dir gedient, fo will ich dir doch Hinfort nicht mehr dienen; denn 
ich glaube, Gott Lob, an meinen Heiland FEfum Chriftum und bin nun 
fein Eigentum, der wird nun auch für mich ftreiten, Daf ich fein Eigen= 
tum bleibe. 

Und wenn auch den gläubigen Chrijten in diefer Welt viel Kreuz 
und Trübjal trifft, fein Glaube lehrt ihn fagen: Ach bin des Herrn, er 
tue mit mir, wie e3 ihm mohlgefällt, ich habe e3 verdient, daß er mich 
ftraft und züchtigt, ich erfenne auch unter der Züchtigung feine ewige 
Liebe, die fich für mich gab. Damit ich nicht ewig verloren gehe, Teat 
er mir ein zeitlich Leiden in leibliden Schmerzen auf, franft meinen 
alten Menjchen durch böfe Zungen, durch meine Feinde und Widermär- 
tigen und tötet dadurd) die Sünde im Fleifch: die Selbitjucht, den Hoch 
mut, die Eigenliebe, den Weltfinn, daß ich hinfort der Sünde nicht diene. 
Denn wer am Fleifch Teidet, der hört auf von Sünden, das heikt, die 
Sünde wird gejhmächt und getötet; denn wovon man Schmerz, Leiden 
und Trübfal hat, das begehrt man nicht mehr zu tun. 

Der Apoftel jagt aber in unferm Text nicht nur: „Leben wir, fo 
leben wir dem HErrn”, fondern er jebt auch Hinzu: „Sterben wir, fo 
fterben wir dem HErrn; darum, wir leben oder fterben, fo find twir des 
Herrn.“ Kein Tod zerreißt alfo das Band zivifchen Chrifto und ‘der 
Seele, die ihm angehört. Nicht bloß die Seele, die im Tode bom Leibe 
getrennt wird, bleibt Chrifti Eigentum, fondern auch der Leib, der ins 
Grab gelegt wird. Darum ijt der gläubige Chrift auch in feinem Tode 
getroft. Mag immer der Tod auch dem Frommen feine fehrecfliche Ge- 
ftalt zeigen und als der grimmige Feind des Lebens fein Zerftörungg- 
nerf an dem Leibe unter viel Schmerzen, Angft und Weh ausrichten, 
mit der Vernichtung des Leibes ift alle feine Macht dahin. Der Seele 
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fann er nicht daS Leben rauben; denn Chrijtus öffnet ihr durch den Tod 
die Pforte des ewigen Lebens. Sie wird getragen von den Engeln in 
Abrahams Schoß, verfammelt zu den verflärten Seelen, zu YEfu und 
jeinen Schafen in den Himmlifchen Wohnungen, während der Leib, als 
das Eigentum Chrifti, nur im Schoße der Erde ruht, um wieder herr- 
lich, neu und verjüngt aufgujteben. Diefen föftlihen Troft fpricht der 
gottjelige Dichter in dem Vers des Liedes „Wenn mein Stündlein vorz 
banden ijt” aus. Da beißt e3: 

Sch bin ein Glied an deinem Leib, 

Des troft’ ich mich von Herzen; 

Von dir ich ungefdieden bleib’ 

Sn Todesnot und Schmerzen; 

Wenn ich gleich fterb’, fo fterb’ ich dir; 

Ein ew’ges Leben haft du mir 

Mit deinem Tod erworben. 


Diefen jchönen Trojt haben wir bei dem entfeelten Leichnam Ddiefes 
lieben Knaben, der jo innig und glaubenSboll an feinen SEfum fic ge- 
halten bat, deffen Glaube erjt recht durch das lebte mehrividhige Rranfenz 
bett unter unjagbaren Schmerzen erprobt und bewährt und nun mit 
etwigem Sieg gefrönt worden ijt. Er hat überwunden mie ein junger 
Glaubensheld, der fig durch nichts von feinem SEfu hat abwenden 
laffen. Gelobt fei Gott, der ihm Kraft gegeben hat, die jchwere Glau- 
bensprobe bis zu jeinem jeligen Ende zu bejtehenl Wenn mir ihn 
toiederfehen, fo werden mir ihn fehen in dem fröhlichen Chor der aus- 
erwählten Scharen vor Gottes Thron und diefen feinen hingefallenen 
Leib in Ehre und Herrlichfeit an jenem Tage. 


2. 


„Zeben mir, jo leben wir dem HErrn; jterben mir, fo jterben wir 
dem HErrn. Darum, wir leben oder jterben, fo find wir des HErrn.” 
Dies Wort ijt uns auch eine fraftige und dringende Ermahnung, dem 
HErrn zu leben, damit wir in dem HErrn sterben fünnen. Denn man 
fann nicht in dem HErrn fterben, wenn man ihm nicht gelebt Hat. Dem 
H&rrn leben, heißt aber im Glauben des Sohnes Gottes leben, ihn er= 
fennen al3 den alleinigen Heiland unserer Seelen, auf fein Verdienit 
und feine Gerechtigfeit allein vertrauen, uns feiner allein tröften und 
freuen, ihn liebhaben bon ganzem Herzen, nur darauf denfen, daß mir 
ihm mohlgefallen und feinen Willen tun. Wir follen ihm leben, vie 
eine Braut ihrem Bräutigam zu Gefallen lebt. Denn du follft in dem 
&lauben ftehen, daß du deines HErrn SEju Chrifti bift. Was thm ge- 
fallt, foll daher auch dir gefallen; twas er haft, das foll auch dir verhaßt 
fein; was er twill, das follft auch du wollen; was ihn erfreut, foll aud 
dich erfreuen; tie er gefinnt ift, fo follft auch du gefinnt fein. Wie der 
Apoftel fagt: „Ein jeglicher fei gefinnet, wie YEfus Chriftus auch war.“ 
„Wer aber Chrifti Geift nicht hat, der ift nicht fein.” Du lebit alfo 
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SEju, wenn du deinem himmlifhhen Beruf nach lebjt, den du in der 
Taufe empfangen, der Welt und ihrer Luft und Eitelkeit den Rüden 
fehrit, deinem Zleifeh und feinen fündlichen Begierden abjagit, des Leu- 
fel3 Lügen, Zalfchheit, Heuchelei, Irrtum und gottlofe Lehre fliehit. Du 
lebft SEfu, wenn dir immerdar deines Heilandes Wort, Lehre und Vor- 
bild vor Augen fteht und du täglich feine Gemeinfmaft im Gebet juchit. 

Die dagegen nur befliffen find, diejes Leben zu genießen, hier auf 
der Welt gute Tage zu haben, irdifchen, vergänglichen Reichtum zu 
fammeln, und deren ganze Tugend nur äußerliche Gleisneret ift, ohne 
Glauben und Herzensdemut, ohne Furcht und Liebe zu Gott, die leben 
nit dem HErrn SEfu, fondern fich felbjt. Wie wollen fie denn in 
dem OErrn jterben, dem fie nicht gelebt haben, der ihnen gleichgültig 
geivefen ijt, deffen Treue und Liebe, defjen Opfer und Blut am Kreug 
fie nicht geachtet, deffen Wort fie nicht gehört, nicht im Glauben ange- 
nommen haben, nach deifen Gnade fie nicht gefragt, bet dem fie feine 
Reinigung bon Sünden gefucht haben! 

Werden fie ihn noch im Sterbejtiindlein fuchen, noch in der lesten 
Stunde ihn anrufen? Werden fie Dann noc) Gnade bei Gott, Vergebung 
der Sünden, die RKindjchaft Gottes, Gerechtigkeit und ewiges Leben 
fucjen? Wird da nicht ein großes Gnadentwunder gefchehen wie bei dem 
Shader am Kreuz, fo ijt nidts Gutes mehr zu hoffen. Die meiiten 
Menfden fterben, wie fie gelebt haben. Haben fie ohne A&fum gelebt, 
fo jterben fie auch ohne SEfum, ohne Aurufung feines Namens, ohne 
Zuberficht auf feine Gnade, in ihren Sünden, und das ift ein unfeliger, 
fchredensvoller Tod. 

Die aber in KE&fu gelebt, an ihn geglaubt, ihn geehrt und geliebt, 
an ihm gehangen haben in ihrem eben, denen wird es durch feine 
Gnade aud) gegeben, in ihm zu fterben, mit der frohen Gemwißheit aus 
diefem Leben zu gehen, daß fie zu ihm fommen und bei ihm bleiben 
ewiglid. Amen. W. Kiftemann. 


Dispofitionen über die zweite evangelifhe PVerifopenreihe 
der Synodalfonferenz. 


Erfter Sonntag des Advents. 
Ruf. 17, 20—25. 


Wir beginnen ein neues Kirdhenjahr. Am Anfang desfelben tönt 
uns wieder die Freudenbot{haft des Propheten entgegen: Sad. 9, 9. 
Unfer Gnadenfonig SCjus will audh im neuen Rirhenjahr zu uns 
fommen mit feinem Wort und feiner Gnade, fein Reich hier auf Exden 
zu erhalten, zu mehren, zu fdiiben gegen alle feine Feinde. Cr ift ein 
König und hat ein Reid). Was ift das Reich diefes unfers Königs? 
Man hört fo viel bon diefem Reich reden, und doch wiffen wenig Men- 
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fen, twas das Reid ICju Chrifti eigentlich ift. Ya, aud von denen, 
die fic) Chrijten nennen, haben gar viele ganz falfche Vorftellungen von 
diejem Reid). Yn unferm Lert lehrt uns der HErr felbft die Beichaffen- 
Heit feines Neiches. Wir betrachten 


Das Reich) unfers Gnadenfinigs JEfn Chrijti. 

1. €S ift nit ein auperlimes, fondern ein geift- 
Tides Reid. 

a. B. 20. Gtlidhe Pharijaer fragten einft den HErrn: „Wann 
fommt das Reid) Gottes?“ Nicht Heilsbegierde war e8, die diefe Frage 
beranlapte, jondern Hohn und Spott. Gie twollten fagen: Du redeft 
fo viel bom Reich Gottes, das nahe herbeigefommen ift. Wir fehen 
nichts bon diefem Reid. Wird eS bald erfcheinen? Wann wird e3 
fommen? Gie wollten mit ihrer Frage den HEren mit feiner Predigt 
bom Evangelium und bom Reich gufdanden machen. — Der HErr antz 
twortet ihnen: 8.20.21. Ihr fragt, wann das Reich Gottes fommen 
wird; es ijt {chon da, es ijt in eurer Mitte. Aber ihr feht und erfennt 
es nicht. Mein Reich fommt nicht mit Außerliden Gebärden. &3 ift 
fein äußerlihes Reid, das in auferlider Macht fich zeigt, deffen 
Grenzen man angeben fann. — Das ift eg, as der HErr uns zunädjit 
bon feinem Neich lehrt. Chrijti Reich ijt nicht ein Außerliches Reich, 
foie Die Reiche diefer Welt e3 find. C8 fommt nicht mit außerlicher 
Macht und Herrlichfeit, mit irdifehen Gaben und Gütern. Der Papft 
will daS Reich Chrifti fichtbar machen, indem er fich für den fichtbaren 
Statthalter Chrijti ausgibt. Auch die Seften wollen Chrifti Reich ficht- 
bar machen. Shnen ift Ehrifti Reid) diefe3, daß die Volfer diefer Erde 
auerlich Chrifti Herrfchaft anerkennen und nach feinen Geboten wanz 
deln, nach der Golden Rule. Wer Chrijti Reich in auferer Machtitellung 
fucht, wer bei diefem König irdifde Güter fucht, wer fein Reich in aufere 
bürgerliche Ehrbarfeit und Moral fest, der fehlt diefes Reidhes. 

b. Chriftt Reich ift inwendig in uns. &3 ijt ein unficdtbares, ein 
geiftliches Reich. C8 ift in den Herzen der Menfchen. Chrijti Reich ift 
da, too diefer König ift und in den Herzen der Menfchen regiert. Er ift 
da, tvo fein Wort ijt, fein Epangelium, das von ihm predigt, bon dem, 
twas er für die Menfchen getan hat durch fein Leben, Leiden und Sterben, 
die Menfchen zu erlöfen und fie mit Gott zu verfühnen. Wo diefes Wort 
gepredigt wird, da werden duch feine Kraft Menfchen zu diefem König 
befehrt, fie nehmen ihn im Glauben an, fie werden feine Untertanen, 
die ihm dienen. — Die Kinder diefer Welt fehen und erfennen Chriftt 
Reis nicht. Diefer König und fein Evangelium {deinen ihnen ein bverz 
ächtlich Ding zu fein. Gie laden und fpotten über ein folches Neich 
und deifen König. Aber obtwohl wir eg nicht fehen, obwohl feine Macht 
und Herrlichkeit fo tief verborgen ift vor Menjdenaugen, e3 ijt den- 
nod da. Diefes Reich tft das wichtigite Reich Hier auf Erden, um deffent- 
toillen die Welt überhaupt noch beiteht. Cs hat die höchiten Güter: 
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Gerechtigkeit, Frieden und Freude im Heiligen Geift. — Wie oft twill 
auch den Gläubigen der Mut entfinfen, wenn fie jo gar wenig äußere 
Exfolge im Reiche Gottes wahrnehmen! Aber two das Evangelium im 
Schivange geht, da ijt Chrijtus, da find auch etliche ferner Untertanen, 
da ijt fein Reich. Und es wird bleiben bi an das Ende der Tage. Das 
foll den Gläubigen zum Troft gereichen. 

2. &3 ift zwar hier auf Erden ein Kreuzreid, 
aber es wird einft in Herrlidfeit offenbar werden. 

a. AlS der HErr die Frage feiner Feinde beantivortet hatte, mandte 
er fic) an feine Singer infonderheit. Sie waren wohl Zeugen der 
Unterredung gewefen. Sie hatten eine tveitere Belehrung über das 
Neich Gottes nötig. Sie hatten ja auch noch folde Gedanfen bon der 
Außerlihen Macht und Herrlichkeit des Reiches Chrijti. Der HErr mweilt 
fie darum darauf Hin, daß hier auf Erden fein Reich immer ein verz 
adtetes Kreuzreich bleiben wird. Er meijt fie darauf Hin, daß fo fdmwere 
Tage der Leiden und Trübfal über fie fommen mürden, daß fie fis 
fehnen würden, auch nur einen Tag des Menfdenfohnes zu jehen, 
einen Tag feiner Herrlichkeit, V. 22. Cr meiit fie darauf Hin, dak 
viele falfhe Propheten und Lehrer auftreten würden, fie zu verführen, 
8.23. Mlerdings werde er einjt in feiner Herrlichkeit erfcheinen, aber 
gubor werde er biel leiden miiffen bon dem Gejchledht der Menfden, die 
ign al3 ihren Heiland veriverfen würden, BV. 24.25. Was der HErr 
feinen Süngern bier jagt, das haben fie erfahren. Sie mußten e8 erz 
leben, wie Das Bolf der Juden feinen König verivarf und ans Kreuz 
brachte. Und als der Heiland feinen Rüngern feine fihtbare Gegenwart 
entzog, fie viele Leiden find nicht da über fie ergangen, über alle Sünger 
de3 Herrn, befonders über die Wpoftel, die vielfach ihren Glauben mit 
ihrem Blut befiegelt haben! — Chriftt Reich ijt ein Kreugreich und wird 
e3 bleiben, bis er twtederfommt. &3 geht feinem Meich, wie e3 dem 
König ergangen ift: Durch Leiden zur Herrlichkeit. Wohl haben die 
Chrijten in unferer Zeit und in unferm Lande nicht außerliche, Teibliche 
Berfolgungen zu erdulden, aber die Kirche ift dennoch ein Kreuzreich. 
Wer wirflih an Chrijtum glaubt und diefen Glauben bor der Welt bez 
fennt und danach Tebt, der muß gar mandes erdulden bon dem Hohn 
und Spott diefer Welt, der muß auf mandje irdifche Vorteile und Güter 
verzichten. Wieviel haben die Chriften zu leiden von den falfchen Pro- 
pheten, die in unferer Zeit fo zahlreich auftreten! Chriftt Reich it und 
bleibt ein Kreugreich. ES ijt nichts mit den Träumen der Schwärmer, 
die nod) eine Zeit großer Herrlichkeit für die Kirche Hier auf Erden 
erwarten. 

b. Chriftt Reich ijt gwar hier auf Erden ein Kreugreich, aber e3 
wird einft offenbar werden in feiner Gerrlidfeit, B.24. Mit einem Blik 
vergleicht der HErr feine Zufunft an jenem Tage. Er wird fichtbar er- 
fGeinen, alle werden ihn fehen und ihn anerkennen müffen als den Herrn, 
auch gegen ihren Willen. Keiner fann ihm entrinnen, wenn er fommt. 
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Uber der Blik ijt auch ein Bild des Ganges und der Herrlichkeit. Der 
HErr fommt an jenem Tage mit großer Herrlichkeit. Alle Feinde müffen 
ihm zu Füßen liegen. „Er fommt zum Weltgeridte, zum Fluch dem, 
der ihm Flucht.“ Aber er fommt aud „mit Gnad’ und füßem Lichte 
dem, der ihn Tiebt und fucht“. Für die Gläubigen fommt dann die 
völlige Erlöfung von allen Sünden, von den Leiden diefer Beit. Befreit 
bon der Hand ihrer Feinde, werden fie mit ihrem König eingehen in 
den Himmel und an feiner Herrlichkeit teilnehmen. Getroft wollen mir 
die Leiden diefer Zeit auf uns nehmen und in dem Kreugreich unjers 
Gnadenfinigs ausharren; denn alle Leiden diefer Zeit find nicht wert 
der Herrlichkeit, die an jenem Tage foll offenbart werden, da unfer Hei- 
land fommt und fein Nreugretdh verwandelt in das Reich der Herrlid- 
feit, die in Eiwigfeit währt. Um diefes Reich bitten wir täglich, wenn 
toir fpredjen: „Dein Reich fomme.” Wir bitten ihn, daß er uns in 
feiner Gnade erhalte, bis fein großer Tag fommt und mit ihm feine. 
Herrlichkeit. (Val. die Predigtitudie im 33. Jahrgang, ©. 321 ff.) 


Zweiter Sonntag des Advents. 


uf. 1, 76—79. 

„&3 hat uns befudt der Wufgang aus der Höhe”, 8.78. Das ift 
ein rechter Adventsruf. In der Adventszeit betrachten wir ja fo recht 
eigentlich die erjte Anfunft des Herren, feine Ankunft ins Fleifh. Diefe 
Worte hat einjt aus bejonderer Cingebung des Heiligen Geistes der 
Priefter Zacharias gefproden bei der Vefchneidung jeines CGohnes, 
Sohannis des Taufers. Bei diefer Gelegenheit weisjagte er bon dem 
Amt feines großen Sohnes, der dem Meifias den Weg bereiten follte; 
aber vor allen Dingen prie3 er den Heiland, deffen Vorläufer Sohannes 
var, pries und lobte Gott, daß nun der erfdienen fet, von dem alle 
Propheten des Alten Bundes geredet hatten, daß er fommen follte. „&3 
hat ung befucht der Aufgang aus der Höhe“, jo ruft er tiefbetvegt aus 
mit ob und Danf gegen Gott. Wir wollen mit einftimmen und lobend 
und danfend mit Zacharis befennen: 

„E33 hat uns bejucht der Anfgang aus der Höhe!” 
Wir fragen: 

1. Wer ift der Yufgang aus der Höhe, der uns 
befudt hat? 

a. Bon feinem Sohn, dem Vorläufer des Heilandes, meisjagt 
Bacdjarias, daß er vor dem HErrn hergehen und ihm den Weg bereiten 
werde, 8.76. Und wenn er dann hinzufügt, daß der Aufgang aus der 
Hohe uns befucht habe, jo tft eS flar, daß er eben von dem HErrn redet, 
deffen Vorläufer und Wegbereiter Johannes fein follte, bon dem berz 
heifenen Meffias. Er nennt ihn den Aufgang aus der Höhe. Mit 
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diefem Ausdrud deutet er wohl auf das Wort des Propheten Maleadht 
(4,2) bin, der feinem Wolf mweisfagt, dag in dem Meffias die Sonne 
der Gerechtigkeit aufgehen werde, um ihnen Heil gu bringen. Aus der 
Höhe, vom Himmel herab, leuchtet ung diefe Sonne. Bom Vater ijt der 
Sohn ausgefandt. „Das ijt eine hohe Predigt bon unjerm lieben HErrn 
Chrifto, weldem Zacharias hier einen befonderen Namen gibt und heit 
ihn den Aufgang aus der Höhe, das ift, über alle Kreaturen im Himmel, 
der da aufgeht vom Vater, eben wie der Glanz von der Sonne. Alfo 
redet Chriftus von fich felbft, Joh. 3,13: ‚Niemand fährt gen Himmel, 
denn der heruntergefahren tft.‘ Denn fein Wefen hebt fich nicht allererit 
hier auf Erden an, da er empfangen und geboren wird; er fommt aus 
der Höhe, vom Himmel, herunter auf Erden.“ (Luther.) Cs ift der 
ewige Sohn des Vater, der uns befucht, der wahre Gott felbjt. 

b. Der ewige, wahre Gott felbft hat uns befudt. Er ift zu uns 
gefommen bom Himmel herunter auf Erden. In Chrijto SEju ijt der 
wahre, ewige Gott ein Menfd geworden. Nicht einen furgen Befuch 
hat uns Gott abgeftattet, um ung dann twieder zu verlaffen, fondern er 
fam, um unter ung zu wohnen. Er nahm unfer Fleifh und Blut an, 
er ward gleich wie ein anderer Menfch und an Gebärden als ein Menih 
erfunden. Gr wird unfer Bruder, ung in allem gleich, nur ohne Sünde, 
heilig und gerecht. Das Kindlein in der Rrippe ijt Gott und Menich in 
einer Berjon, der wahre Gottmen{ch. — Wir fragen tveiter: 

2.Wen hat diefer Wufgang aus der Hohe befudt? 

a. Bacharias jagt, daß der Aufgang aus der Höhe uns befucht hat, 
uns Menjden. Die Gonhe der Gerechtigfeit ijt aufgegangen in vollem 
Glange, daß jie „erjcheine denen, die da fißen in Finfternis und Schatten 
de3 Todes“, B.79. Go steht e3 mit uns Menfchen bon Natur. Der 
Tod ijt der Sünde Sold, ijt durch die Sünde in die Welt gefommen. 
Ale Menichen find dem Tode unterworfen. Und damit jiben fie in der 
Siniternis und im Schatten des Todes. Das ijt ein Bild des tiefften 
Sammers und Clends. Der Tod ift der tiefite Sammer, das größte 
Elend der Menschen. Nicht etiva nur der leibliche Tod ift hier gemeint, 
fondern auch der ewige Tod, die etvige Trennung des Menfden nad 
Leib und Seele von Gott, dem alleinigen Quell alles wahren Lebens und 
Heils, die etvige Verdammnis. An folder Finjternts fiken die Menfden 
bon Natur. Sie find durch die Sünde der Strafe, dem Fluche Gottes, 
der ewigen Verdammnis verfallen. Aus diefem Sammer fonnte fein 
Menich, feine Kreatur uns helfen. Bu folhen Menihen fommt der 
Herr, der Aufgang aus der Höhe. 

b. Kommt ex ettoa zu uns, um fein Gericht auszuführen, die Men- 
fchen der Hölle zu übergeben? Das ware fhredlih. Aber nicht fein 
Born, der Grimm feiner Heiligfeit, betwegt ihn dazu. Er fommt um der 
herzlichen Barmberzigfeit Gottes willen, BV. 78. An Gnaden und Barm= 
herzigfeit fommt der wahre Gottesfohn zu uns armen Menfden. An 


Dispofitionen Über die zweite ev. PVerikopenreihe der Syn.-Sonf. 349 


ung jelbit jah der HExr zwar nichts, was ihn hatte betwegen fünnen, fich 
unjer anzunehmen. Da war nur Sünde, Abfall von Gott, nur Tod. 
Aber Gott hatte Mitleid mit ung gefallenen Menfhen. Er erbarmte fich 
über ung, er twollte uns helfen, uns Heil bringen. Der Grund unfers 
Heils Legt nicht irgendwie im Menfchen, in feinem Tun und Verdienft, 
fondern allein in der Barmherzigkeit Gottes, die aus feinem inneriten 
Herzen hervorquillt. — Wir fragen endlich: 

3. Was bringt uns diefer Aufgang aus der Höhe? 

a. Erfenninis des Heils follte Johannes feinem Volf geben, 8. 77, 
indem er bon Chrijto zeugte. Khriftus, der Wufgang aus der Höhe, 
die Sonne der Gerechtigfeit, bringt ung Menfchen, die wir in Finfternis 
fiben, da3 Heil. Diefes Heil befteht in der Vergebung der Sünden. 
Der Sohn Gottes fommt auf diefe Erde, er wird ein Menfh, nimmt 
unfer Fleifh und Blut an, um die Sünden der Menfhen auf fich zu 
nehmen, um fie zu tilgen und gu bütßen. Er tilgt unfere Giinde, er bez 
zahlt unfere Schuld, er büßt unfere Strafe. So ijt er die Sonne der 
Gerechtigkeit, jo hat er ung erworben und erfauft und bringt uns die 
Vergebung der Sünden. (2 Kor. 5, 19—21.) 

b. Der Aufgang aus der Höhe ift uns aufgegangen, auf daß „er 
richte unjere Füße auf den Weg des Friedens”. Die in Fintternis 
Sißenden führt der HErr aus ihrem Elend heraus und Stellt ihre Füße 
auf den Weg des Friedens. Che die Menfchen Ehriftum fennen, den 
rechten Heiland, fißen fie gleichfam untätig, verzweifelt da; fie willen ja 
bon feiner Hilfe in ihrer Not. Der HErr richtet fie auf und jtellt fie 
auf ihre Füße. Vorher fißen fie im tiefiten Sammer und Elend, nun 
wandeln fie auf dem Weg des Friedens, auf einem Weg, da Friede 
herrfcht, da man ficher und getroft wandeln fann. Chriftus hat uns 
Vergebung der Sünden gebracht und damit Frieden bei Gott. Gott ift 
mit ung berfohnt und unfer Freund, und fo wandeln wir in feiner Gnade 
fiher vor allen Feinden dahin zum ewigen Leben. 

ce. Von diefem Ehriftus hat Rohannes gezeugt und damit feinem 
Golf Erfenntnis des Heils gebracht, V.77. Das ijt Heute noch die 
Predigt, die wir aus dem Munde aller rechtihaffenen Prediger hören, 
daß fie alle armen, erfchrodenen Simder zu SEfu tweifen, der Sonne 
der Gerechtigfeit, in feinem Namen das Heil verfündigend, das da tft 
in Vergebung der Sünden aus Gnaden, um Chrijti willen, durch den 
Glauben. 

Gott fet Dank, e3 hat uns befucht der Wufgang aus der Höhe, die 
Sonne der Geredtigfeit ift uns aufgegangen! Wohl dem, der in ihm 
durch den Glauben Erfenntnis des Heils hat! Cr wandelt auf dem 
Weg des Friedens zum ewigen Leben. (Val. die Predigtftudte im 
31. Jahrgang, ©. 168 ff.) GM. 
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Synodalberidte der Synode bon Miffouri, Ohio u. a. St. Jahrgang 1922. 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
2. Berhandlungen der achtundzwanzigiten Iahresverfammlung des Sitd- 
MWisconfin-Diitrift3. 63 Seiten. Preis: 28 Cts. 
Referat: „Die Betätigung des allgemeinen Prieftertums aller Chriften.” 
Referent: P.R. Schroth. 


3. Zehnter Synodalbericht des Nord-IMinvis-Diftrift3. 68 Seiten. Preis: 
30 Ct. 


Referat: „Das fönigliche Amt Chrifti.” Referent: P. 9. Hetje. 


4. Proceedings of the Fifty-first Convention of the Central District. 
68 Seiten. Preis: 30 Cts. 
Referate: „Das Amt unfers HErrn JEju Chrifti ein prophetifches, hohes 
priefterliches und fünigliches Amt.“ — “The Church and Missions.” Referenten: 
P. TH. ©. Frant; P. F. 3%. Lanfenau. 


5. Proceedings of the Second Convention of the Colorado District. 
32 Seiten. Preis: 14 Cts. 


Referat: „Die feligmadende Gnade Gottes." (Ym Auszug.) Neferent: P. Th. 
Hover. 


Sn demjelben Verlag ift erfdienen: 

Graded Memory Course for Ev. Luth. Sunday-Schools. Published by 
authority of the General Sunday-school Board. To be used in con- 
nection with the Concordia Sunday-school Series. €rfcheint in drei 
Heften: Part I, Primary Department; Part II, Junior Department; 
Part III, Intermediate Department. Preis eines jeden Hefthens: 5 Cts. 

Diefe drei Hefte enthalten den gefamten Memorierftoff, der nad Anficht der 

Sonntagsfhulbehörde in unjern Sonntagsfhulen den Kindern eingeprägt werden 

follte. Der Stoff, der geboten wird, ift diefer: Der Kleine Katehismus fait 

ganz — einzelne fchiwierige Stüde deSfelben find dem Konfirmandenunterricht yor- 
behalten —, 47 Bibelfprüche, 24 Viederderfe jowie eine ganze Anzahl von Gebeten. 

Diefer Stoff ift forgfältig auf die fechs Jahre diefer drei Grade verteilt, wobei nicht 

nur der Inhalt, fondern auch die Lernfdiwierigheit der einzelnen Stiüde berüd- 

fihtigt ift. Für das Senior Department ift feine Auswahl getroffen, weil. die Kin- 
der in diefem department vielfach jchon am Konfirmandenunterriht teilnehmen. 

Die Auswahl und Anordnung ift von dem Schulfuperintendenten Theo. Kühnert 

getroffen und bon der ganzen Behörde durchgefehen und gebilligt worden. Die 

Hefte follten den Kindern in die Hand gegeben werden. Die Ausftattung der 

Hefte ift eine fehr gefällige und dauerhafte. Sie find in ftarfen farbigen Karton 

geheftet. 


Zwei neue Weihnahtsliturgien werden von unjerm Verlag 
unfern Schulen und Sonntagsfchulen dargeboten: ) 

In Dulei Jubilo. A Christmas Song Service for Children’s Choruses, Choir, 
and Congregation. Selected and adapted by P.E.K. Music Edition. 
Price: 15 cts.; per dozen, $1.44. Word Edition. Price: 5 cts.; per 
dozen, 50 ets.; 100, $3.50. 
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Christmas Reverie. A Christmas Service for Sunday-schools. Price: 
6 cts.; per dozen, 60 cts.; 100, $4.50. Transportation is extra on 
dozen and hundred lots. 


Aus dem Verlag von Joh. Herrmann in Zwidau, Sacdjen, ift ung 
folgendes gugefandt: 
Ev.-Luth. Hausfreund. Kalender für 1923. 85 Seiten. Preis: 10 Cts. Zu 
beziehen bom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Diejer vielen unter uns twohlbefannte und hochgeichägte Kalender unferer 
Brüder in Deutfchland hat einen fehr reihen Inhalt. Wir tonnen hier nur auf 
die twichtigften Stücde hinweifen. Ein jehr zeitgemäßer Artikel trägt die Über- 
IHrift: „Wie es gefchah zu den Zeiten Noahs.” (Luk. 17,26.) Aus der Refor- 
mationsgefchichte: „Die Flucht der Nonnen aus dem Klofter Nimbfchen im Jahre 
1523." Cine diefer Nonnen war ja befanntlih Katharina von Bora, Luthers 
jpätere Frau. „Die erften Märtyrer des ernenerten Evangeliums,“ 


Luther-Ralender 1923. (Wochen-Abreigfalender.) Zweiter Jahrgang. Heraus: 
gegeben von P. Martin Willfomm. Preis: 25 Cts. Bu beziehen 
yom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 

SedeS Blatt diefeS Kalenders enthält die Tage und Daten einer Woche nebft 
einem Bibelwort und ein dazu paffendes Zitat au Luther Schriften. Cinige 
Bilder aus Luthers Leben find beigebunden. Cin jchöner Kalender, der Segen 
ftiften wird, wo er gebraucht wird. 


werner folgende Bamphlete, die fich zur Verteilung eignen: 1. Was ijt die 
Bibel, und wie ift fie entitanden? 2. Enthält die Bibel Irrtümer? 3. Zeug: 
niffe für die Wahrheit der Bibel, 4. Welchen Swe hat die Bibel? Preis 
jedes Trattats: 4 Cts. 


Der Brief des Fakobus. Ausgelegt von D.E.M. Zorn. Verlag des Schriften- 
vereins, Bwidau, Deutfhland. 120 Seiten. Preis, fteif brofdiert: 40 Cts. 
Qu beziehen vom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Eine flare, leicht verftändliche und praftifche Auslegung des Safobusbriefes. 
Sie ift in erfter Linie für die gewöhnlichen Chriften beftimmt und ihnen auch be= 
fonder3 zu empfehlen. Der geehrte Verfaffer jehließt fein Buch mit diefen Worten: 
„safobus hat Gemeinden im Auge bon Laodiceaart (Offenb. 3, 14—22), von Sar- 
desart (Offenb. 3, 16). Und gerade auch bis zu dem eben betrachteten Schluß 
feines Briefes flingt durch das ‚Sei wacker und ftärfe das andere, dag fterben will!‘ 
Offend.3,2° So ift der Brief des Jafobus zu verftehen, fo zu gebrauchen, für- 
wahr, in unferer legtbetrübten Zeit, da auch fo viele rechtgläubige Gemeinden den 
Gemeinden, an mwelche Satobus feinen Brief richtet, fehr gleichen. Wher fern jet 
von dir der Gedanke, daß Bafobus eine andere Nechtfertigungsiehre habe als 
Paulus, dak er, um die Gemeinden aufzuweden, lehre, daß ein Menfch durch Werke 
- por Gott gerecht werde und nicht allein durch den Glauben.“ 


„Dentiches Chriftentum‘ und ,Dentide Kirche”. Cine zeitgemäße Warnung 
pon D. Otto Willfomm. Jn demfelben Verlag. 8 Seiten. Preis: 
4 6t3. 
Ein warnender Traftat, der fich befonders gegen folche richtet, „Die das eban- 
gelifche Chriftentum vom Alten Teftament loslöfen und fo von jüdifhen Ein 
flüffen, ‚jüdifehem Gift“ befreien wollen“. 
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A Guide in Church Finance. By Samuel A. Stein, D.D. Third Edition. 
Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, 0. 51 Seiten. Preis, fteif bro- 
fchiert: 50 Ct8. Bu beziehen vom Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Wir haben fehon früher auf dies Buch hingetwiefen, das nun in dritter Wuf- 
lage vorliegt. G8 zeigt, auf welche Weife, nach welder Methode die Gemeinden 
die Mittel und Gelder jammeln fdnnen, wie fie fyftematifch, gu Werke gehen follen, 
um alle Glieder der Gemeinden zu erreichen. 8 enthält viele praftifche Winte. 


The Active Church-Member. A Brief Biblical Manual Offered for His 
Instruction and Guidance by R. ©. H. Lenski. In demjelben Verlag. 
206 Seiten. Preis, in Leinwand gebunden: $1.25. Bu beziehen vom 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Ein praktifches, fehr brauchbares Buch. ES führt die Glieder der Gemeinde 
in die Arbeit ein, die fie als Chriften an fich jelbft, an ihrer Familie, in der Ge- 
meinde und in der Synode zu tun haben. C8 zeigt ihnen, woher fie die Kraft zu 
ihrer Arbeit nehmen, in welchem Geift fie diefelbe ausrichten jollen, und meift end= 
lic) hin auf den Gnadenlohn, den fie empfangen, wenn fie treu in ihrer Arbeit 
find. Das Buch befpricht eine Menge von praftifhen Dingen, die für das rechte 
Gedeihen unferer Kirche mwejentli find, jo 3.8. die Hriftliche Wochenjchufe, Die 
Sonntagsfehule, die Gemeindeverfammlung, das Stimmrecht der Frauen in der 
Kirche, Vereine, die Synode in ihrem Werf und in ihrem Verhältnis zu den Ge- 
meinden ufw. Das Buch wird in den Händen der Chriften vielen Segen ftiften. 


The Bible Student. A Bible Study Quarterly for Young People, Adult 
Classes, and the Home. By Theo. Graebner, Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, Mo. The Walther League of the Ev. Luth. Synodical Con- 
ference, 6438 Eggleston Ave., Chicago, Ill. Price: Single copies, 
20 cts. each; 70 cts. a year (four quarterlies) ; 10 or more copies to 
one address, 60 cts. a year. 


Unfere Chrijten follen Bibelchriften fein, daS heißt, fie follen in der Schrift 
forfhen. Das Wort Gottes ift e3 ja, von dem fie geiftlicherweife leben, das fie im 
Glauben erhält und fie immer ftirfer macht. Cin jeder wird zugeben, daß unfere 
Chriften die Bibel, das Wort Gottes, fleikiger Tefen und ftudieren follten. Diefe 
geitihrift fol dazu dienen, unfere Chriften zu reizen, ihre Bibel häufig und recht 
gu lejen. Und fie gibt auch treffliche Anleitung dazu. Prof. Gräbner ift der rechte 
Mann, das zu tun. Das erite Heft hat folgenden Inhalt: Die beiden erften Lef- 
tionen zeigen, tote man die Schrift ftudieren fol, in den nädhften vier Lektionen 
wird der fo föftliche Brief Pauli an die Philipper durchgenommen und in den 
legten fechS Lektionen verfchiedene Gleichniffe des HErrn. Möge diefe neue Zeit: 
{rift eine weite Verbreitung unter ung finden und mithelfen, daf unfere Chriften 
mehr mit der Bibel felbft befannt und vertraut werden! 


Concordia-Ralender fiir da8 Sahr 1923. Herausgegeben von der Concordia 
Mutual Benefit League, 106 N. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 


Diefer Kalender enthält veichlichen und guten Lefeftoff in deutfcher und eng: 
lifer Sprache. GM. 


